CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Paranormal Activity 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1000398.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Distributor: 

Hoyts Film Distribution 

Director: 

Oren Peli 

Producer: 

Oren Peli 
et al. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 


Descriptive note: Contains horror scenes and offensive language. 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 09 April 2010 

Date of direction to 08 April 2010 

issue a label: 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Paranormal Activity 

86:14 

Total running time: 


86:14 


Summary of reasons for decision: 





The film was originally cross-rated M by the Film and Video Labelling Body, from its Australian 
classification. The Chief Censor determined under si3(3) that the film should be examined and 
classified by the Classification Office following complaints from members of the public about 
this classification. 

The film is an eerie horror with supernatural themes, involving a demonic presence in a suburban 
house. The images of horror, the sinister supernatural themes, and the tension and realistic fear 
the characters experience in the film are likely to be greatly shocking and disturbing to younger 
teenagers and children. Although deliberately designed to scare and disturb all viewers, adults and 
older teenagers will be more likely to be able to put the images and themes of the film into 
context. Children and young teenagers, on the other hand, are likely to sustain lasting damage 
from seeing films like this, including nightmares and persistent upsetting thoughts. As such, the 
film needs restricting to older teenages and adults in order to prevent injury to the public good. 

The classification interferes with right to freedom of expression as set out in sl4 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. This limitation is demonstrably justified in a free and democratic 
society, given the likely injury to the public good if it were available to children and younger 
teenagers. 



